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St Joh n's  ch urch , Stok e  Row
and Ros e  Cottage , 10 June  2006

Tom  and Ch loe  m e t w h ils t at 
unive rs ity in a m ath  tutorial 
during fre s h e rs  w e e k  and 
got toge th e r in th e  Spring 
Te rm . Se ve n ye ars  late r, 
and afte r buying a h ous e  in 
Re ading toge th e r, Tom  
propos e d w h ile  on a 
w e e k e nd aw ay in W h itby. 
Th e  couple  tie d th e  k not at 
a ve ry s pe cial w e dding in 
Stok e  Row , Oxfords h ire .

Ce re m ony - Th e  ce re m ony w as  h e ld in th e  s m all village  
ch urch  w h ich  allow e d e nough  room  jus t for th e  couple s  
fam ily. During th e  s igning of th e  re gis te r, Alice , Tom s  cous in 
s ang Panis  Ange licus  and W h is tle  dow n th e  W ind. Since  th e  
w e ath e r w as  s o nice , gue s ts  could w alk  th rough  th e  village  
from  th e  ch urch  back  to th e  re ce ption.
Trans port - Th e  Bride  arrive d in a 19 65 Be ntle y Contine ntal 
drive n by an old s ch ool frie nd of th e  Groom s  fath e r. A 
m inibus  w as  provide d for gue s ts  arriving at Re ading train 
Station.
On th e  Day - Th e  ch urch  s e rvice  s tarte d afte r lunch  h alf w ay 
th rough  th e  ope ning Englis h  football m atch  of th e  w orld cup 
(England v Paraguay),
Outfits  - Ch loe  w ore  a s traple s s  lace d be ade d gow n from  
th e  Marlow  W e dding Ce ntre . Th e  groom  and us h e rs  w ore  
gre y Edw ard jack e ts  and ivory w ais tcoats .
Flow e rs  - Th e  bride s  bouq ue t w as  a tigh tly pack e d 
arrange m e nt of ivory ros e s , fre e s ia and cornflow e r bound 
w ith  ivy.
Bride s m aids  - Th e  four bride s m aids , Ch loe s  s is te r, cous in 
and tw o s e cond-cous ins  w ore  blue  dre s s e s  from  
De be nh am s  and tiaras  h and-m ade  by Ele anor, Ch loe s  
Cous in.
Th e  Ve nue  - Th e  re ce ption w as  h e ld at Ros e  Cottage , th e  
groom s  fam ily h om e  w h ich  w as  built brick -by-brick  by th e  
groom s  pare nts  and h ad ple nty of s pace  and lovingly care d 
for garde ns .
Re ce ption -  Th e  gue s ts  ce ntre d around a yard e nclos e d by 
tw o barns  facing e ach  oth e r, one  barn containe d th e  bar and 
th e  oth e r, a Sw ing band playing back ground m us ic. Th e  
th ird s ide  of th e  yard h ad a m arq ue e  for dining in. Ivy 
colle cte d from  th e  ne arby w oods  toge th e r w ith  fairy ligh ts  
w e re  us e d for de coration. A s w im m ing pool and tram poline  
acte d as  e nte rtainm e nt for th e  ch ildre n.





W e dding Bre ak fas t - Te a w as  s e rve d along w ith  a h uge  s e le ction 
of cak e s  and k ris py k re m e  dough nuts .
Firs t Dance  - Th e  Sh e e na Davis  Group playe d "Be yond th e  s e a" 
by Bobby Darrin.
W e dding Cak e  - Made  by Tom 's  m oth e r, th e  cak e  h ad th re e  
s im ple  w h ite  tie rs  de corate d w ith  w ire  inte rtw ine d w ith  crys tals . 
Each  laye r w as  diffe re nt, ch ocolate , s ponge  and fruit.
Bar - One  of th e  barns  w as  turne d into a h om e  m ade  bar 
com ple te  w ith  optics  for s pirits  and a glas s  fronte d fridge  for th e  
w ine  and lage r. Th e  k ids  e njoye d Capri Suns  and s oft drink s .
Suppe r - A giant buffe t w as  s e rve d from  7.30pm . All th e  food w as  
h om e m ade  by various  gue s ts . Th e  food w as  pre dom inantly 
ve ge tarian but th e re  w as  a s e parate  table  offe ring a w h ole  h am , a 
s irloin and coronation ch ick e n. Th e  m ountain of profite role s  for 
pudding w e nt dow n a tre at.
Firs t Nigh t H ote l - Th e  couple  le ft at 11pm  in a taxi to s tay in th e  
Re nais s ance  Gatw ick  h ote l. Ch loe  w ore  h e r W e dding dre s s  to th e  
h ote l and got a fre e  room  upgrade .
H one ym oon - Th e  couple  s pe nt 10 nigh ts  at an e xclus ive  h ote l in 
Antigua. Th e y s taye d in Cabin 14 ne s tle d in a land-s culpte d 
h ills ide  w ith  a balcony ove r-look ing th e  turq uois e  bay of Jolly 
Be ach . Th e  h ote l include d a be ach  bar s e rving fre e  ch ille d drink s  
in th e  s h ade  of th e  palm  tre e s . Th e  couple  h ad th e ir ow n 
h am m ock  and outs ide  s h ow e r on th e ir private  balcony.
Pos t-H one ym oon - Th e  couple  s pe nt a w e e k  afte r th e y re turne d 
from  th e ir h one ym oon vis iting fam ily and s e ttling dow n be fore  
going back  to w ork .

Tom s  broth e r, Jam e s , 
s e t off 7 h e art s h ape d 
rock e ts  on th e  couple s  
de parture  -
One  for e ach  ye ar 
th e y've  be e n toge th e r.




